
'Wizard of Oz' to open Wednesday 
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by Chrissy Reneau 
staff writer 

“The Wizard of Oz” opens Feb. 
25 for four 7:30 p.m. perfor¬ 
mances. Theater Instructor 
Victor Siller will direct the 
musical and Dr. Cheryl Rogers, 
fine and performing arts man¬ 
aging director, will direct the 
music. 

Approximately 55 students 
will perform in the musical. In 

i . 

lead roles are: Katie Jones as 
Dorothy, Tilly Flores as Auntie 
Em, Blake Robey as the Lion, 
Taylor Flowers as the Scare¬ 


crow, Mark Wilson as the Tin 

Man, L. Alan Barnes as the 

• , » 

Wizard of Oz, Latoya Lewis 
as the Wicked Witch of the 
West and Angie Mitchell as 
the Sorceress of the North. 

Toto will be played by Prin¬ 
cess Sophie, who is owned by 
Dr. and Mrs. Jesse Jones. 

Some 18 cast members are 
children involved in Ivah 
Albright’s Children’s Theatre. 
This program sponsored by 
TJC teaches theater to children 
in honor of the late Ivah 
Albright. 


Tickets will go on sale to¬ 
day for $5 each at the box of¬ 
fice in Wise Cultural Arts 
Building. Tickets are expected 
to sell out quickly with only 
four performances. Dr. David 
Crawford, speech and theater 
department chair, said. Stu¬ 
dents should purchase their 
tickets within the first 3-4 hours 
to reserve a good seat, he said. 

For more information, call 
the box office at 903-510-2212. 
Students are encouraged to 
actually go to the box office to 
ensure they get tickets. 


Army hosts interactive tour for students 





thanks for visiting 




The local Army recruiting office hosted an Interac¬ 
tive tour in the staff parking lot adjacent to Rogers 
Student Center Tuesday Feb. 17. This Tour, to encour¬ 
age students to join the Army, included a rock wall, a 
motion simulator and examples of future battle dress 
uniforms. _ 

All who visited the Tour received a free, personal¬ 
ized dog tag and full version of the “America’s Army” 
computer game. 

Sgt. John Miller said that every recruit has his or her 
own reasons for joining the armed forces. For him, it 
started out as a search for adventure and a physical 
challenge, but after several years of service, he is now 
committed to the vision and purpose of the Army. 

Miller encourages anyone interested to call the 
recruiting office at 903-534-8084 for information. 
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by Gayle Jenkins 
staff writer 

Overhearing three campus conver¬ 
sations, all on the same subject, abor¬ 
tion, means many students are preg¬ 
nant, unmarried and frightened young 
women. They can find help at eight 
places in or near Tyler. Nearest to cam¬ 
pus is Crisis Pregnancy Center at 1008 
Baxter Street. 

“ Abortion is the easy way out, but 
the girl has to live with that decision for 
the rest of her life.” Jan Richardson, 
Crisis Pregnancy Center director, said. 
Richardson said alternatives to abor¬ 
tion offer better long-term effects than 
abortion. Adoption is an option for 
those women who see life as a gift from 
God, she said. 

Thousands of couples who desper¬ 
ately want a child in their lives wait 
months and years to adopt. Adoption 
agencies can help women in an un¬ 
planned pregnancy. They offer coun¬ 
seling and placing the child with an 


adoptive family. 

Women who need to escape an un¬ 
stable situation and be with supportive 
people may find help at maternity 
homes. They help pregnant women 
improve their education and gain work 
skills with options to keep or adopt the 
child. 

Among agencies who can help 
women make the best decision are: 

Crisis Pregnancy Centers 

Crisis Pregnancy Center of Tyler, 903- 
592-4495 

Rose Buds of Tyler, 903-595-2697 
Gabriel Project, 1-888-300-5112 

Adoption Agencies 

Adoption Access, 800-373-3484 
Christian Homes, 903-509-0558 
Buckner Adoption and Maternity, 
800-441-2670 

The Crisis Pregnancy Center adja¬ 
cent to TJC campus has volunteers who 
can help. They can be reached Monday 


Thursday at 903-592-4495. 

Christian Homes in Tyler special¬ 
izes in adoption and help for the mother- 
to-be.They offer counseling and plac¬ 
ing the child and can be reached at 903- 
509-0558. 

Maternity/Transitional Homes 

These include: 

Buckner Adoption and Maternity, 
1-800-441-2670, a maternity home 
where a mother-to-be stays for the du¬ 
ration of her pregnancy. 

Texas Baptist Home in Waxahachie, 
972-937-1321 specializes in maternity 
living with adoption plans and transi¬ 
tional homes for single mothers with 
educational and self-sufficiency goals. 
Women live six months in a transi¬ 
tional home where they can get GED 
training and testing Microsoft Office 
certification. 
www.tbhc.org 

continued on page 3 
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Jenifer Glocke is registered 
but is not voting. She said she 
wouldn't know who to vote 
for. 


Brenda Whitehead is not reg¬ 
istered and doesn’t know who 
is running. 


Mike Branton is not regis¬ 
tered. If he were, he said that 
he would vote for John 
Edwards and would definitely 
not vote for President Bush. 


"P" is registered and plans to 
vote. He has not made up his 
mind who he will vote for. 
u This is a very important deci¬ 
sion, which can’t be made 
without all the information. ” 
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Webster models patience, success 


by Elbert Kendrick 
staff writer 

Student Activities Director Dr. Otis 
S. Webster is a highly visible figure on 
this campus. As director of students, 
he has the opportunity to interact with 
students and faculty. 

Webster was bom in Mulberry, Fla., 
a small town near Orlando. He at¬ 
tended Union Academy high school in 
Bartow, Fla. After graduation he came 
to Wiley College in Marshall where he 
earned a B.S. degree in biology and 
with a minor in physical education. 
Later, he earned his master’s in coun¬ 
seling student personnel and his Ph.D 
in counseling psychology at EastTexas 
State University, now Texas A&M 
Commerce. 

Webster, who has worked at TJC 
seven years, said he believes he has 
achieved success on a certain level but 
the success is not complete because he 


still finds challenges and goals to be 
accomplished. 

Webster credits two men for his 
success. They influenced him early in 
his college career. Dr. T. W. Cole, then 
Wiley College president, “ taught me 
to keep my eyes on the prize and not be 
discouraged because everything does 
not come instantly,” Webster said. 

Wiley Dean of Men Ronald 
O’Neal, “ was the man that gave me 
inspiration because he was so posi¬ 
tive,” he said. The tall, elegantly 
dressed Webster admits he was impa¬ 
tient as a young man but now he has 
seen many of his ambitions and aspira¬ 
tions come to fruition. 

Journalism Instructor Nancy Paul, 
asks Webster speak to her classes each 
semester because he is a good example 
of a good communicator. “Some of the 
students take it as a free class session, 
but he will always make a point that 


one student will pick up on,” Paul said. 

Government Instructor Michael K. 
Mast, who met Webster before he came 
to TJC, is his fraternity brother in the 
Phi Beta Sigma chapter. 

“I met Dr. Webster in 1970 in Hous¬ 
ton where he was singing with the East 
Texas All Stars, a gospel group,” Mast 
said. He said he knows Webster is a 
dedicated worker and a highly moral 
individual. 

Dr. Webster and his wife Bennie 
have one son, Eric, and they attend the 
Green Acres Baptist Church. His hob¬ 
bies are: writing music, signing, car¬ 
pentry and reading. 

Dr. Webster, who has worked at 
many roles and reached a level of suc¬ 
cess he is comfortable with, said, “I 
would like to be remembered as a man 
who worked hard and lived a decent 
life.” 


Tuition depends on where students live 


by James Talley 
staff writer 

Registering for a college semester 
involves so much. Students must se¬ 
lect their classes, sign up for them, buy 
the required text and finally pay tu¬ 
ition. Students may question why they 
pay in-district or out-of-district tuition. 
The answer does not always seem to 
make sense. 

The question, “Why do I pay out- 
of-district tuition when I live in Smith 
County?” has a simple answer. Classi¬ 
fication of in-district and out-of-dis- 
trict is based on a student’s legal resi¬ 
dency and which college district re¬ 
ceives tax money from that property. 

Six independent school districts 
create the TJC District: Chapel Hill, 


Lindale, Grand Saline, Tyler, Van and 
Winona. To join the TJC district, a 
local school board would vote, Ad¬ 
missions Dean Kenneth Lewis said. If 
they vote “yes,” then TJC Board of 
Trustees would vote whether to allow 
the school district to enter. Whitehouse 
I.S.D. has tried twice to join, but the 
action has never made it out of school 
board sessions, Lewis said. 

Students who live in the TJC dis¬ 
trict pay $15 per semester hour along 
with a general education fee of $26 per 
semester hour. Students paying out- 
of-district tuition are also charged $ 15 
per semester hour, a $26 general edu¬ 
cation fee, plus a $26 per semester 
hour out-of-district surcharge. 

The additional charge covers stu¬ 


dent use of the facilities on campus 
such as computer labs, Ornelas HPE 
Center and Vaughn Library for those 
not in the TJC district. 

Non-Texas residents also pay more 
each semester. Out-of-state students 
attending TJC pay more to compensate 
for state tax funds that all Texas resi¬ 
dents have to pay. Non-Texas resident 
students are charged $25 per semester 
hour, $26 per hour out-of-state surcharge 
and a general education fee of $26. 

In fall 2003, 9,700 students were 
enrolled here. At least 50 percent of 
those are out-of-district students. These 
students only have to pay extra when 
they are enrolled. The in-district stu¬ 
dents or their families pay the money in 
taxes whether they attend here or not. 
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Java Cup Supervisor 
enjoys her customers 

by Faith Moguel 
Staff Writer 

Regular customers at The Java Cup get their fill of 
Starbucks coffee as well as a smile from Wylibra Gray, 25, 
The Java Cup supervisor. She has been working at the 
campus coffee shop since July, 2003. 

Gray begins every day at 6:30 a.m. and works until 3 p.m. 
The John Tyler High School graduate said, “I do it all.” She 
makes specialty drinks, rings up sales, picks up around the 
shop and talks with customers. 

Gray said she enjoys her work because it is “a good place 
to meet people” and “it’s a calm environment. 

In her spare time, Gray draws and does hair. She enjoys 
spending time with her two boys, ages two and six. 

Gray plans to start college classes August, 2005. She 
wants to major in accounting because she loves numbers. 




Abortion 


Continued from page 1 

Elizabeth Home, 972-709-3470, in Denton — Maternity care 
with options to place for adoption or parent, GED preparation 
in a Christian environment,606 W. Wheatland Rd. St. 107 
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TJC revises transportation plan 
to replace 15 -passenger vans 



by James Talley 
Staff Writer 

TJC will no longer use 15- 
passenger vans to transport stu¬ 
dents to school functions after 
Sept. 1. Brian Turman^ pur¬ 
chasing and central services 
director, said the recent trag¬ 
edy involving the Navarro 
College basketball team, has¬ 
tened the change in policy. 

In spring of 2000, the In¬ 


surance Institute of America 
advised all schools of prob¬ 
lems with 15-passenger vans. 
The Institute deemed the vans 
unsafe and unstable when they 
were fully occupied. The main 
concern was the vans become 
top-heavy when they are filled. 

After the IIA memo, TJC 
officials decided to gradually 
phase out the 15-passenger 
vans over a period of time, 


Turman said. The process was 
accelerated after the Navarro 
College accident that killed two 
players and injured others early 
this month. 
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The vans will not be totally 
removed from use here. The 
eight remaining vans will be 
used strictly for local support 
and utility use. The decision 
to continue using them for those 
purposes means TJC will not 
have to spend money to re¬ 
place them. Vehicles reserved 
for checkout to transport stu¬ 
dents, faculty or staff are four- 
door sedans that hold a maxi¬ 
mum of five people. 

Travel for students is now 
provided in several ways. TJC 
employs professional bus driv¬ 
ers to transport students. The 
buses are rented from local in¬ 
dependent school districts, 
minibus companies or large 
motor coaches. Contracting 
with local bus companies 
means professional bus driv¬ 
ers transport students, Turman 
said. The safety of the students 
is of utmost importance. 


Learning Loft seeks 
students to work as tutors 


Sarah Newburn 
staff writer 

Students who enjoy help¬ 
ing others and make A’s or B ’ s 
in certain subjects, can be¬ 
come tutors. If they have a 3.0 
GPA, they can apply to tutor. 

Tutors work up to 18 hours 
per week and are paid $6.25 to 
$9 per hour, depending on the 
number of students they tutor. 
Tutors must be enrolled at least 
six hours at TJC. 

These interested in becom¬ 
ing a tutor can get an applica¬ 
tion at the Learning Loft on the 
third floor of the Rogers Stu¬ 
dent Center or call 903-510- 
2892. 


Tutors are needed for these courses: 

. ACNT 1303 Intro to Accounting I 
ACNT 1304 Intro to Accounting II 
BIOL 2420 Microbiology 
DFTG 1405 Technical Drafting 
HUMA 1302 Appreciation of Humanities 
MATH 1324 Finite Math for Business 
MATH 1325 Math Analysis for Business 
MATH 1342 Intro to Statistics 
PHYS 1401 General Physics 
PHYS 1405 Elementary Physics 
POFT 1321 Business Math 
RNSG 1441 Concepts of Adult Health 
RNSG 1146 Legal and Ethical Issues 
SRVY 1301 Intro to Surveying 
SRVY 1341 Land Surveying 



1 




Barber 


Tuesday - Friday 
8am to 5:30pm 


Saturday: 7am to 3pm 
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Rogers keeps campus " in tune” 


by Chrissy Reneau 
Staff Writer 

Dr. Cheryl Rogers, managing 
director of fine and performing 
arts, is one busy lady as she 
prepares for the production of 
“The Wizard of Oz” Feb. 25-28 
and the musical groups’ trip to 
Hawaii in March. No stranger 
to hard work, she juggles be¬ 
tween 20-25 hours a week for 
musical practices, teaches her 
daily curriculum and private 
lessons and manages Harmony 
& Understanding. Most impor¬ 
tant, Dr. Rogers continues a 
tradition of excellence at TJC 
that began when she was a TJC 
student. 

A graduate of the Univer¬ 
sity of North Texas, Dr. Rogers 
earned her master’s degree at 
Stephen F. Austin University 
and a doctorate at Texas 
A & M-Commerce. Dr. Rogers 
returned to her alma mater in 



1975 to teach music. She be¬ 
came department chair in 
1988. 

Dr. Rogers has seen many 
changes in the TJC music and 
dance department. “While I 
have been chair, the depart¬ 
ment has expanded, receded 
and we’ve grown again. We’re 
larger than quite a few four 
year colleges,” she said. When 
she was a student, TJC had 
one choir and one band. Now 


the music students can learn in 
several band ensembles and 
two choirs plus a variety of 
private music lessons. The 
petite, dark-haired soprano vi¬ 
sualizes the department con¬ 
tinuing to expand, recruiting 
more band and choral students 
from surrounding high schools. 

Dr. Rogers remembers her 
role in “Oklahoma,” the first 
TJC musical and former Mu¬ 
sic Director, J. W. Johnson. 


News at a Glance 


An incredible instructor, 
Johnson became Rogers’ men¬ 
tor. “I learned many, many 
things from him on how to 

work with people, how to work 

# % 

with students, to treat students 
with respect,” Rogers said. 

Dr. Rogers, who succeeded 
Johnson as music instructor and 
department chair, continues to 
motivate her students and push 
the vision he had many years 
ago when she was a student. 
“It is a humbling experience to 
know that maybe you are able 
to touch a student’s life in a 
positive way. Many times you 
never know if you really did 
it,” Dr. Rogers said. 

Nominated for “Who’s 
Who Among American Teach- 

r • * _ . _ ' . •* 

ers” three times, Dr. Rogers 
receives emails from former 
students who attended TJC as 
much as 25 years ago. She has 

i * 

taught many who have become 


professional performers. 
Donna Bullock has performed 
on Broadway and television, 
and Perry Coleman is a backup 
singer for Faith Hill. 

The pace continues fast. Dr. 
Rogers and her faculty and stu¬ 
dents are busy rehearsing for 
“The Wizard of Oz,” which 
opens Feb. 25, a band concert 
March 3, the spring break trip 
to Hawaii to perform for the 
armed forces and their fami¬ 
lies, an Apache Belles perfor¬ 
mance April 1-3 and a choir 
concert April 20. For ticket 
information, call the ticket box 
office at (903) 510-2212. 

“I think music is an outlet. 
In the busy lives we have to¬ 
day, we need a way of express¬ 
ing ourselves,” Dr. Rogers said. 
She provides the outlet the 
music and dance department 
needs, as its steady expansion 
and success indicate. She need 
not worry about making a dif¬ 
ference in her students’ lives: 
“The proof is in the pudding.” 


Young Latins show 
closes next week 

By Casie Moreland 
staff writer 

Wise Auditorium Art Gal¬ 
lery show of Young Latin Mas¬ 
ters II continues through 
Feb.26. The show features 
painting and drawings from five 
Hispanic and Latin American 
students and graduates from 
area high schools including 
Chapel Hill, East Texas Chris¬ 
tian Academy and Brook Hill 
School. 

This exhibition is part of 
Latin Visions, a year-long fo¬ 
cus of the Tyler Museum of Art 
and TJC. 

\ 

“The showcase is great ex¬ 
posure for talented Latin and 
Hispanic students in the area,” 
Art Instructor Derrick White 
said. 


For additional information 
about this or future shows con¬ 
tact White at 903-510-2233. 

Graduation sign-up 
to close March 1 

By Faith Moguel 
page editor 

March 1st is the deadline 
for students to apply for May 
graduation. Graduation is May 
15 at 5:00 p.m. For students to 
apply for May graduation, they 
should see their academic ad¬ 
visor. It is necessary to fill out 
the graduation application and 
survey (s). 

Vision Center opens 

The TJC Vision Care Clinic 
opened Feb. 10. The clinic 
makes prescription eyeglasses 
for TJC faculty, staff and stu¬ 
dents for a discounted price. 


The last day to order is April 
15. 

“We have quality frames 
that range from $10-$ 150,” 
Steve Robbins, vision care and 
technology department chair 
said. “This includes economy 
frames as well as some of the 
most popular designer brands,’ ’ 
Robbins said. 

Second semester vision 
care technicians and Robbins 
operate the clinic. All glasses 
are inspected by an optician 
certified by the American 
Board of Opticianry for qual¬ 
ity assurance. 

The clinic, located in room 
#138 of the Regional Training 
and Development Complex on 
the TJC West Campus, is open 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Contact Robbins at 
srob@tjc.edu for information. 


Hospital to recruit 
Respite Care helpers 

By Casie Moreland 
page editor 

Trinity Mother Frances 
Health System Respite Care 
Program is looking to recruit 
volunteers to assist in provid¬ 
ing short-term care for fami¬ 
lies of a person with a disabil¬ 
ity. 

Representative, Rebecca 
Halley will hold a presentation 
at 3 p.m. Monday, Feb. 23 for 
TRiO students on the third floor 
of Rogers Student Center in 
the TRiO area. A Respite pro¬ 
vider training course will be 
offered Sat. Feb. 28 at Health 
Park Plaza. 

Faculty and students inter¬ 
ested in attending the presen¬ 
tation contact the TRiO office 
at 903-510-2621. 


Students ponder personality vs. looks 


by Cole Bowen 
Staff Writer 

Valentine’s Day has gone, 
but the eternal question—what 
attracts someone to a prospec¬ 
tive date— remains. 

Most students say they pre-. 
fer personality over looks. 

Zach Rothewell, a business 
major from Winnie, said 
“People can be ugly on the 
inside.” 

Barbara Villarreal, a gen¬ 
eral studies major from Balch 


Springs, said, “What’s the 
point if you can’t relate?” 

Larry Miller, a political 
science major from Fort 
Collins, Colo., said “If a per¬ 
son has no character, they 
aren’t attractive.” 

Jamie Bashen, a theater 
major from Gunnison, Colo., 
said, “Looks and personality 
are 50-50. I want someone 
that looks good, and has a good 
personality.” 

A majority of students said 


eyes are the most important 
feature. 

Lee Knight, a history ma¬ 
jor from Frankston, said, “Hu¬ 
mor is the most important per¬ 
sonality trait. I want to enjoy 
talking to someone.” 

Katie Fanning, a psychol¬ 
ogy major from Dallas, said 
the ability to have intelligent 
conversation is most impor¬ 
tant. 

Kelsey Mann, a general 
studies major from Alba, said 


consideration should be of 
higher significance. 

“Humor is the most impor¬ 
tant feature,” Shelby Rhyne, a 
business major from Tyler, 
said. She likes someone that 
can make her laugh. 

“The person must be nice, 
and not be a jerk,” Natalie 
Blevins, a nursing major from 
Lindale, said 

Most agreed a reasonable 
age difference is between 3 
and 5 years. 



Kings 

Academy 

Preschool 

714-A Shelley Drive 
Now enrolling 
18 months -13 years 
WE OFFER 
ChristianCurriculum 
Stimulating Environment 
Caring Staff 

Nutritional Catered Meals 
Morning -Afternoon Snacks 

Mother's Day Out 
Part-time Enrollment 
State licensed 
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with this ad 
For enrollment call 
903 - 534-9992 
www.KAPS.net 
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